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Indrenii Roychowdhury

Kolkata, July 21: With
the Natiormal Jute Board
strongly recommending
the use of geo-textile for
road construction, the
16,500-crore Indian jute
industry could hope for a
revival. The application

of jute for protection of -

river banks, beds of wa-
terways, stabilization of
embankments and slopes
can beareal game-chang-
erfortheailingjuteindus-
try, which has heen wit-
nessing random closures
and labour unrest in the
pastfew years.

The National Jute
Board (NJB), Bihar gov-
ernment’s ruralworks de-
partment and the Indian
JuteMills Association(J-
MA)has endorsed the use
of geo-textile in Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yo-
jana (PMGSY).

Geotextiles are perme-
able fabrics which, when
used in asseciation with
soil, have the ability to
separate, filter, reinforce,
protect, ordrain.

"Biharwouldbethefirst
state to make use of jute
geotextile in PMGSY and
the state has. arrived at
thisdecisionafterholding
workshops with NJB, 1J-
MA andmorethan 100civ-
il engineers, Vinay Ku-

mar, secretary for rural

works department, gov-

ernmentof Biharsaid.
The jute industry has

urged the Bihar govern-

ment to make use of jute

atleast 15% of the state’s
rural road construction
under PMGSY, since us-
ing jute in about 200 pro-
Jects across the country
hasproved tobe cost-effec-
tive and beneficial in road
construction, river hank
protection as well as hifl
slope stahilization, IJMA
director general Sub-
hakriti Majumdar said.
Though, the jute indus-
try’s main production
area is packaging, if the
golden fibre is notused in
aninnovativeway thejute
industry would not sur-
vive under competition
from the synthetic pack-
aging ndustry headded.
The Centre’s standing
advisory committee on

‘ jute has been long advo-
cating dilution of the Jute

Packaging Materials
{(Compulsory UseinPack-
aging Commodities) Act

1987,
geo-textile mandatory in

Although successive
governments have not
been to absolutely dilute
this Act, the governments
have gradually reduced
procurementof jute pack-
agingmaterialslikesacks
for Food Corporation In-
dia (FCI) for packing
grains. A finance min-

‘i1stry  note has recom-

mendeddilutionandafull

phassoutof the Actwith-
in next two years, which
means the industry is be-
ing led towards complete
extinction.

A textile ministry offi-
cial said while Bihar is
lockingatinnovativeways
to save the jute industry
since most of the workers
engaged in the jute mills
arefromBihar
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RmKV modernises pneum:

R Sathyanarayana

CHENNAL DHNE: In a bid to
weave high duality silk fabrics
and sarees with intricate de-
signs, one of the leading textile
‘manufacturers in India —
RmKYV Silk - has introduced

-the modernised pneumatic

handloom (MPHL).

* RmKV Silk has invented the
MPHL method, and has also
applied for its patent through
the National Research Devel-
opment Corporation,

The pneumatic loom uses
compressed air to lift heave
overhead jacguard assembly,
and has a mechanised shuttle
movement.

“We have introduced two in-
novations to the traditional
handloom. Compressed air has
been utilised to virtually elimi-
nate physical strain, and an

electronic jacgiard controller

hasbeenincorporated to elim- -

inate traditional cards,” said K
Sivakumar, managing director,
RmKYV Silks, on Tuesday.

Tech piays vital role
“This practically eliminates the
physical effort required hy the
weavers to weave a saree —
what required alot of strain be-
fore can now be accomplished
with tap of your foot,” he said,
adding the technology also en-
ables consistent production
and even weaves with perfect
selvedge, which makes it easy
even for beginners to take up
handloom weaving.

“Also, the replacement of
cards by the electronic con-
troller means that consumers
can get unique customised
products far more easily than
before. Mostimportantly, given

the ease of operation, this in-
novation will empower women
to getinto weaving and supple-
ment the family income by op-

-erating looms in their free time

from their homes,” he said.

“Handlooms are generally
difficult to operate and require
more than one person to work
on a single handloom.”

In actual operation, the
weaver sits on the floor and op-
erates the handloom using his
legs, while performing muitiple
other tasks.

Typically, a weaver repeat-
edly lifts about 25 kg of load by
pressing on wooden pedals as
part of the saree weaving
process. When it comes to
weaving of sarees with intricate
designs, this weight increases
to about 50 kg. This is a stren-
uous and cumbersome

process, he added.

25

Rm&(\) director N Manikavasagam demansﬁrtes how to u;e

A

it

the Modernised Pnuematic Handloom method on Tuesdav.
Standing towards his left is RmiV Managing Director

Sivakumar,

reTTEEEY
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glamour

e ghtz and glamour of
- the‘fashion world are a -
- sparkling attraction to
. one and all. With Amazon
- India Couture Week just -
around the corner, fashion de-
signers, choreographers and
models, as well as Bollywood
celebrities are revving up to
celebrate fashion with great
enthusiasm.

The business of fashlon is

what drives professionslike . ;

modelling, choreography, =~ *
make-up and hair artists and
designers too. But what hap-
pens when Bollywood celebri-
- ties descend on the ramp, at-
tract the gaze of shutterbugs
and media and walk: away:

- with all accolades. The -

pose’of a trade fashion show.
“In trade-shows, clothes
should be worthy of a conver-
sation. It shouldn’t be the oth-
er way around. One should -
use his/her own strength and
focus on'making clothes that
_ ;make the right noise, instead
‘of using a celebrity face to
. uphft the collection,” .-
de31gner Nida Mahmood
tells Metrofife, —
~ Mahmood has always
maintained a fair distance
from Bollywood celebrities.
But not every designer folows
the same route. However,
amid this glittering din, what
one forgets is the role of the
real showstopper of the fash-
ion industry —its models. They

.. the same indifferenceis .. = .
‘meted on them by the fashion *
Tnagazines that prefer a Bolly-
‘wood celebrity over a celébrat-

ceIebnty overshadows design- * '

-er'swork and defeats the pur- -

- are shared by Sumit

- the title of ‘Mr Talent’in |

‘have a coterie of their “own

: are the backbone of the mdus-
‘try, but often take a backstage

when celebrities sashay down
the ramp. \

In this competmve age,
everyone hasto ensure they
receive “good coverage” in the
media. So the exaggerated
“showstoppers” is a bait to en-
sure the show gets promi-
nence.in print, online and

television. Inshort the show -

isnoticed. :
This. attitude can be dis-

B heartenmg for the models- . :°
:who spent their lives in “walk-

ing and eating nght >In fact,

ed model. Tt leaves, most of

them, frustrated. :

: “There is nothmg that can
b fru

ilar: sentlments
Singh who recently won

Men Universe Model .
contest, 2015, held in Do-
minion Republic. “De-
spite these awards and
TECOZNiLions won on

the international front,
we don’t have that exposure to
uplift ourselves,” says the
Zlyearold.

All prominent designers
celebrities who either walk or
cheer for them. While Rani
Mukherji is a constant sup-
porter of Sabyasachi Mukher-

ji, Mumbai-based designer

Manish Malhotra brings to-
gether a star-studded evening
thatpromises to be highon

‘glam quotlent

Atthe same time, there are
de31gners like Rajesh Pratap
Singh and Manish Arora who
have never allowed a show-
stopper to steal their show. If
Singh’s strength lies in the

- simplicity of its designs and

silhouettes, Arora’s avant-
garde presentations leave
one speechless,

~“Celebrities add to the col-
lection and bring energy to

the outfits,” says designer,
* Shruti Sancheti who has par-

ticipated in prominent fashmn

weeks and doesn’t encourage

rea]ly feel that good and pr

VAR

- ders for my collection. I still

.of my shows when some

Cand Prachi Desaihave walked

- the ramp forher, Sanchetial- .
. ways prefers models to

/i Having celebrities as showstoppers
. -affects the growth of models in our country.

1

fessional hﬁodels wprk wor1~

remember how one of my
models, also my showstopper
acted as a saving grace'in one

last-minute crisis happened.
Only a senior and experienced
model can handle such
things,” Sancheti
tells Mezrolife.

While actress Juhi Chawla.

celebrities, “I feel that a de- |

> signer must evaluate each col- -
lection before selecting the -
: shoWstopper gf the show. Per-

Noyonlka Chatterjee

sonally, I a]ways look forward
to some of my favourite mod-
els like Sucheta Sharma and

- Alesia Raut, who have saved
- . mealotof times,” she laughs.

Another irony of the fash-
ion business is that unlike

' West where Cara Delevingne, |

Kate Moss and Naomi Camp-
bell have got supermodel sta-
tus and feature in prominent
fashion magazines and ad
campaigns, Indian models -
hardly get an opportunity to_ .
be on the cover page of fash- -
ion magazmes _
“What else are we mod-
s for?™dsks'Chatferjee. -
“We are nothing more than~
hangers and walking man-
nequins for these designers.
Being showstoppers and on
the cover pages of maga-
zine are our few ways of
growing as models, but
sadly, we are not even
given an opportunity for
such projects,”
sheends. . -
© Singh, who has _
walked for various de-
signers, feels saturated
with the concept of
having celebrities as
“showstoppers. “As
madels, our growth is
really stagnant and
there is really nothing
much that we can look
forward to,” rues Singh.
Garima Arora
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ByrassING LAND ACQUISITION TROUBLE

Govt may use surplus

PRIYADARSHI SIDDHANTA

WITH POLITICAL uncertainty dogging the
Land Acquisition Bill, the government is
moving ahead to finalise a policy to utilise
over 2.35 lakh acre of surplus land lying with
the state-run companies for infrastructure
and industrial projects, including those un-
der the plug-and-play mode. But the com-
plexities involved may make the govern-
ment's job difficult in doing so.

But neither these companies are willing
to do so, nor are those who have managed
them endorse such a move. Top officials of
af Jeast five state-run companies voiced their
opposition to acquisition of land of their
companies saying that doing so would
amount to selling their jewels and would
also dissuade them from taking up capacity
expansions. Refusing to be named, they fur-
ther argued that the land which appears to
be surplus with them today may not be so
tomorrow if they take up capacity expansion
programmes.

~Banking on plug-and-play

mode o ‘
Underthe proposal being considered by

the NDA regime, the government will ensure

. ‘securing necessary clearances and required

linkages for anacquired land before a project

+ is awarded through a transparent bidding

system. The trigger for doing so is the an-
nouncement made by finance minister Arun
Jaitley in Budget 2015-16 on five new ultra
mega power projects (UMPPs), each of 4,000
Mw, in the plug-and-play mode to help un-
lock investments of nearly Rs 1 lakh crore.

Jaitley had also said the government would

consider similar projects in roads, ports, rail
lines and airports in the plug-and-play mode.

The Department of Public Enterprises .

(DPE), which is learnt to be doing the due dili-
gence in this regard is of the view that since
acquiring land is a lengthy and tardy process,
a relatively comfortable beginning can be
made with the land available with Central
PSUs, especially the sick ones. Since some of
this land is within the vicinity of highways,
railway network and ports, the developers
in these sectors would be expectedly en-
thused to bid for a project which would be
free of encumbrances, a senior DPE official
told The Indjan Express.

The initial due diligence has found that
over 2.35 lakh acres of surplus land is avail-
able with 58 sick Central PSUs, which have

accumulated losses of Rs 56,845 crore as per

the Public Enterprises (PE) Survey 2013-14.
These include Nationat Textile Corporation
{NTC), Bharat Wagons and Engineering,
Braithwaith & Company, Richardson and
Cruddas Limited; Bengal Chemicals and
Pharmaceuticals Limited, Heavy Engineering
Corporation and Hindustan-Antibiotics
Limited. According to the survey, selling of

“excess land” and fixed assets could be one of
the key ways to finance restructuring pro-
grammes of the sick PSUs. As on March 31,
2014, profitable Central PSUs had over Rs
2.60 lakh crore as cash and bank balance.

Differing Voices

Former CMDs of mega state-run compa-
nies are divided on the issue of selling sur-
plusland of the PSUs, whether sick or other-
wise. Former chairman of NMDC Limited
Rana Som argued that given the current eco-
nomic scenario where several proposed proj-
ects of the private sector are either stranded

.or facing cash crunch, it would be the public

sector which would drive the economic
growth. Together all PSUs have sizeable cash
reserves and those in steel and power sec-
tors are in an expansion mode. They would
need additional land for expansions. If their
land s parcelled and sold, where would they
get additional land? Rather then branding
them as unviable, the PSUs should be en-

" couraged to expand,” Som said,

Former chairman of Rashtriya Ispat
Nigam Limited {RINL) PK Bishnoi reasoned
that if any PSU-does have surplus land and

~'have no expansion plans, the government

can seek details of such land and decide onits

fate. "However, before acquiring the land of -

a PSU, the government should have a blue-
printon howit plans to utilise it. Afand after
being acquired should not remain fallow.
Most importantly all necessary clearances

should be secured forehand before they are
utilised,” Bishnai contended.

Acquisition hiccups

The DPE official, however, cautioned that
not all PSUs have encroachment free land.
This is because people residing within the
vicinity of some of them have built up
dwellings within the townships for seeking
better livelihood. Another issue is that some
of the land of Central PSUs belong to the state
governments from whom those were leased
decades ago. So unless these states decide to
wind up the operations of the sick compa-
nies, their land cannot be used commercially,
he argued. Moneyraised through monetisa-
tion of land wili be used for payment of statu-
tory dues of these companies and also pay
off the states for the land they had leased out.
There is no estimate of the surplus land avail-
able with the sick central PSUs individually
with the government.

The previous government-had consid- -
ered unlocking the land bank of sick PSUs to
generate revenue. In August 2012, the DPE
had prepared a proposal to set up a ptiblic
sector ]and development authority (PSLDA)
to identify excess land with sick units that
can be sold for commercial use. But the pro-
posal did not sail through owing to inter-

‘ministerial differences. Acquisition of PSUs

land may become more complex as the state

- governments seemed to have hardened their ’

position on the Land Aecquisition Bill.
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Setup group tosortout visa, social

security ESSH@& India tells US

QURBUREAU
New Delhi, july 21

India has asked the US to set up
a high-level group to discuss its
concerns on the US Totalization
Act (under which Indian work-

- ers end up losing their social se-
~ curity refunds) and the high vi-

:sa costs for skilled workers.

Deputy US Trade Representa-
tive {USTR) Robert Holleyman
met Commerce Secretary Rita
Teaotid for preliminary discus-
sions on the agenda for the next
round of the joint trade policy
forum, scheduled for Washing-
ton in October. v

New Delhi also suggested a

_separate working group to dis-

cuss the issue of market access
for Indian pharmaceuticals and
traditional AYUSH pharmaco-

poeia and professionals, a Com-

merce Ministry refease said,

The India-US trade policy fo-
rum, which is basically a dia-
logue at the ministerial level to
promote trade and investments
between the two countries by
addressing tricky issues, was re-
vived last November after a gap
of four years, when USTR Mi-
chael Froman met Commerce

‘and Industry Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman in NewPelhi.

Key issues :
“The  Commerce  Secretary
wants the high-level group to

. discuss issues of high visa costs

and corresponding. higher
wage implications and its im-
pact on India’s IT industry un-
der the US Immigration Re-
forms and on Executive Visa
Guidelines due to come into

" force on August 19, 2015,” the re-

lease added.

On the issue of the US' Totali-
zation Act, Teaotia pointed out

that the policy was discrimina-

tory towards Indian workers in
the US, who ended up losing'
their social security contribu-
tions due to the existing discre-
pancies in the visa and social se-
Curity regimes.

India has been pushing the

US for a bilateral Totalization

Agreement that would exempt
short-term  Indian  workers
from contributing to social se-
curity in the country The Secre-
tary also hinted that India could
consider legal recourse if its
concerns were not met.

New Delhi also discussed

market access issues related to

agrarian products such as rice,
mangoes, pomegranates and ta-

.ble grapes and non-tariff bar-

riers in textile exports.
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‘New Categories in

Co to set up adwsory
board to chart course,

signs up Farhan Akhtar

for Park Avenue deo

Sagar.MaIviya@timesgroup.c‘om

‘Mumbai: The Raymond Group is

reworking its consumer products
strategy toenternewer categories,

. and hasroped in a celebrity endor-

- company,

ser-to bump up sales of its deodor- -

ants. The textile major’s FMCG
JK Helene Curtis
(JKHC), has signed up actor-direc-

_tor Farhan Akhtar to push sales of

its Park Avenure brand of deodor-
ants in the Z3,500-crore segment
thathascloseto 1,000 brands. -

“Farhan Akhtar will appeal to

" younger consumers who are now

getting fatigued with similar type-
of communication,” said JKHC
business director Ashok Namboo-~

diri. “Thisisa great opportunity to

i levérage the DNA of the brand,:
~whichhas gotastrong le gacy inthe

+ - malegrooming category.”

 Avenue is the second-largest de-

With 7% market share, Park

odorant brand inthe country.

Industry executives, who did not
. Wish to be named, said the 51-year-
- oldpersonal care company isinthe-

- midst of forming an advisory

"~ deodorants and entry. into newer::
- segments within hair and skin’
~"care, The advisory board wil in-

tesan, ex- Microsoft CEO, theysaid:
.~ The consumer products division =
o of Raymond’ “contributes - about-
10%, ot roughly 7450 crore to ther

board, as it seeks higher growth in

clude Raymond’s CEO Sanjay Behl
and outsiders such as Ravi Venka-

Consumer Biz Rejig

 Askmebazaar.com
Ropes inFarhan

:Farhan Akhtar hasre-
placed Kangana Ranautasthe
new face of online marketplace
Askmebazaar. com. He 1omsfel- »

" low- endorser Ranbir Kapoor,
andjournallstVlrSanghw food_ ‘
expertsRocky & Mayur and Chef :
Vikas Khanna, whohave part-
nered with the search engine to
build a bank of video content for. -
its food and restaurants cate- <
gory. Columnist Twinkle Khanna
has been roped in for the life-
style division. The company has

. earmarked¥350croreasitsad -
‘budgetforzols OurBureau

group’s annual consolidated reve-
nues of 5,400 crore, The latest
moveisapartof the group'slarger
strategy, internally called JKHC *

version 2.0, which aims to restruc- 7

ture its consumer business from
product portfolioto distribution.”
“Park Avenue wasgettingabitdat- - .

. ed and needed rejuvenation. Far-

han Akhtar stands for substance
and integrity and has an instantau-
ra, unlike many other brand am- .
bassadors who are losing salience.
by endorsing many brands,” said." -
Alpana Parida, president at brand:
consultancyﬂrm DY Works.

The portfolio expansion could al-

'so mean tweaking its distribution

model. “We don’t want to carpet-
bomb our products by just increas-
ing distribution network. Instead,
wewilltap intolargemoderntrade
accounts that give us bulk of our
sales,” said Namboodiri, who
joined the company last month

. from Brltannla



