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Actors Deepika Padukone, Fawad Khan and designer Manish Malhotra along with models (left, extreme right) walk the ramp at the India Couture Week 2016 in New Delhi on Wednesday.

— BUNNY SMITH

Deepika, Fawad set ramp on fire on Day 1

GEETHA JAYARAMAN
NEW DELHI
Ace fashion designer

Manish Malhotra opened
this year’s FDCI India
Couture Week 2016 and
showcased his latest collec-
tion titled, “The Persian
Story”. Actors Deepika
Padukone and Fawad
Khan turned out to be the
perfect showstoppers for
the collection.

Pakistani star - Fawad
opened the grand show
and was welcomed with
loud cheers and applause

from the crowd as he
walked in a black kurta
and deep maroon palazzo-
pyjama.

Manish's design narra-
tive was inspired by the
stunning architecture of
Persia, blooming paradise

of fauna and flora, and"*

fearless royals that ruled
their vast kingdoms.
Models showcased his col-
lection as they walked to
the tunes of authentic
Persian music: The callec-
tion 'saw’'a wide vangé' of
heavily-:embellished hand-
woven gold embroidery

adorn sheer and velvet fab-
ries, lehengas with sheer
tops, opulent velvet jackets
over cigarette trousers,
exquisite gowns and regal
sherwanis and sequinned
dresses which featured
elaborate architectural,
floral motifs and check
shirts and achkans.

The designer presented
intricate motifs on 50 limit-
ed edifion pieces, swathed
in deep shades of maroon,
emerald ‘green and.-agwe
blue. Manish recreated the
magic of Persia by trans-
forming the set into a tra-
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filled 'with ‘marble
popular Persian chande-
liers and a small shamiana

ditional . Persian gﬁtg{%
] d ]

(a marquee), which helped
the models exiting the
ramp.

Talking about his inspi-
ration, the designer said,
“I had Persian Story’s idea
in mind for so many years.
I'love Persian architecture,
I like the colour schemes of
Persia, music and that was
a concept I had in my mind
and that's how it got gener-
ated...” o

The Bajirao Mastani
actress. sIo}e the show in a
beautiful' *  off-shoulder
choli, with intricate gold
embroidery and a long-

trailed lehenga. The star
also wore a polki-pearl
choker and a hath-phool
from Hazoorilal by
Sandeep Narang.

Talking about the fabu-
lous showstoppers, Manish
said, “I am so thankful to
Fawad for being here and
dearest Deepika I know
her since she was a model
and her first film...it's a
very special moment.”

Deepika, whodstlarteccl] her
career:as am , 88
b it gl
the heaviest. “The last
time I walked for him, I

thought that outfit was the
heaviest. This is much
heavier compared to the
earlier one. I was very
nervous and out of breath
at the ramp. Also, this is
the biggest ramp I have
ever walked on,” quipped
the actress.

Fawad walked the ramp
for the first time in India.
Asked if it was his first
time on the ramp in Delhi,
Fawad quickly replied, “In

i RO TRt i
Obviously it was very
daunting.”
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‘Angry govt bloc

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

Deputy leader of the
Congress in the Rajya
sabha Anand Sharma
on Thursday alleged
that the government
was  blocking the
appointment of judges
as it was “very angry”
after the Supreme
Court’s decision in the
National Judicial
Appointments Comm-
ission,

“For the last one yearn,-

the collegium, the CJI,
they have made reco

mendations to the gove

ernment, but after the
NJAC judgment, the
government seems to be
very angry and on path
of confrontation with
the collegium of the
Supreme Court,” Mr
Sharma said elaborat-
ing on the vacancies of
judges in higher judici-
ary. However, the charge
was strongly refuted by
the Centre.

The Supreme Court of
India had in October
2015 declared as uncon-
stitutional the law
brought by the govern-
ment to replace the over
two-decade-old col-
legium system of judges
appointing judges in the
higher judiciary and
quashed the National
Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC)
Act. “Therefore, the
attempt of this govern-
ment is to block
appointments and force
a situation where the
memorandum of proce-
dure of appointments
(MoP) as proposed by
the collegium of
Supreme Court is dilut-
ed so that people owing
allegiance to particular
ideology, people having
certain leanings, will
get accommodated,” Mr
Sharma alleged during
the Zero Hour in the

Indla ’I‘S Thakur broke
down in front of Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi and “months have
passed but the Prime
Minister is unmoved”.

“T'he Prime Minister
has not taken any
action, nor his govern-
ment. His government
has to address this issue
and explain why it is
blocking names which
have been recommend-
ed by the high court and
Supreme Court col-
legiums, and when will
these vacancies be filled
so that poor people can
get justice,” Mr Sharma
said.

The senior Congress
leader pointed out that
over five crore civil and
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king judges’

criminal cases are pend-
ing in various courts
across India. The situa-
tion is further exacer-
bated due to the lack of
appointment of judges
to the vacant posts in
the h1gh courts, he said.
harges.

! el O

Gowda sald “The mdtter
raised by Anand
Sharma is far away
from the truth. After
the NJAC verdict, the
government itself went
to the CJI. I myself went
to the CJI. 1 said that the
new MoP will take some
time for finalisation. So
we said that there is a
huge pendency across
the country.. We said
the appointments can
be proceeded as per the
earlier MoP.”

Mr Gowda, who has

now been shifted to the

ministry of statistics
and programme imple-
mentation, said heshad
himself written a letter
to the CJI, and on that
basis, the appointments
started.

1
Samajwadi Party member Jaya Bachchan (clockwise from left), CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury with Union minister for law and IT Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union tex-
tile minister Smriti Irani, Union minister for urban development and I1&B M. Venkaiah
Naidu and BJP MP Paresh Rawal during the Monsoon Session at Parliament House in
New Delhi on Thursday. — G.N. JHA, PTI
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Sifting subtleties in the gush

xpected. A Manish Malhotra show y hand-woven gold embroidery adorning
Ewill be starry, opulent, sheer, MAN I SH MALH OTRA S CO utu re ShOW Was grand but sheer and velvet fabrics, the abun-
blingy, swishy and grand with the dance of maroon and red are all what
hype and hoopla of topline Bollywood - yrglictable. There were just about hlnts of nnovation Al i b G’y
presence. Expected. A dishy Fawad g ;# argue that in India couture
Khan will have women hooting for him rarely steps out of the bridal-
with full gusto, overlooking his wear- festive zone but if our
ables and taken in by his bearded artistes are not going to
sobriety and gait (The guy loved | break the mould, who will?
all the attention and lapped it ~ We wish Manish, given
up with an elegant smile, if a his standing, could risk step-
smile could be called that). ping out of the comfort zone
Expected. Deepika Padukone a bit more. For there were
beating all the tiredness of her indeed some smart
overseas shoots and becoming innovations in his
the showstopper in a red velvet  bouquet, tucked
lehenga, completely enmeshed away between the
in badla work across a folds of his
never-ending trail and largesse.  And
El cropped lc(hqii 4" iispite " Fawetld
ouse, a cocktai  Khan making god-
bride look that has speed with his
been around for a fluid palazzo pants
long timehb_ut look- § and lz%lack ta}fhkan, it
ing scorching sim- was the other men
ply because it is on who had the better
a different diva this overlays. We partic-
time. ularly liked the
That’s  the red and fawn-
thing about coloured check
designer Manish combos the boys
Malhotra, who strutted out in,
commemorated sometimes in throws

“"1’ rh"mun L‘xr{w

11 years in the . e E ) (AR B ; and lapels. The dou-
industry with a R 1 e Ay . ) ble lapel, some of
50-piece rollout > ' 3 I } /' them contrasting, on

of his line at the short galabandhs was
opening night of another smart flourish. The
the FDCI India - men'’s solids were interesting
Couture Week. W [/ = with just the right dash of
It's expected he { gt | embellishment just as the
won't cross the about three months,” he walking the ramp for the first tonal ruffled gown was worn

Whlle addressing
predictable and said. time in India. Asked about his by only one female model.

reporters after the show,

familiar, no matter - the fashion designer, who is The Bajirao Mastani thoughts while walking the The wine brocade jacket, cig-
what a couture show k. also celebrating 11 years of star also wore a polki- ramp, he joked, “l was arette pants teamed with a
implies. It is per- . his label, confessed his love pearl choker and a thinking about the food.” slanted Persian cap would
haps okay for a ) for Persian architecture. hath-phool  from Asked if she would } make for a stylish evening

couturist of his “ love Persian Hazoorilal by Sandeep like to wear something statement by many contem-

standing to retain architecture; | love the whole Narang. When similar on her own | porary women. We also wish
a few signature § colour scheme and the | Deepika was asked wedding, Deepika said, we had more interpreta-
accents but does > K music. | had it in my mind and about managing the “Why not? Every bride has tions of the sheer pastel
that mean one ‘ ’ this is how this collection was weight  of  her to look her best on her combos. This understated
should overdo a tem- £ ' generated”, he said. “I keep lehenga, she said, “I " wedding and also, let me Manish needed a little bit
plate so that couture after * looking at things, observing them was a model before clarify there is no such plan more nudge and a push.

couture season, the designs - and keeping them in my mind and and have done so® a1 anytime soon. | am not Richness, resplendance and
look assembly line? The later express myself,” he further many shows but | ) pregnant, not engaged and detailing are always the
Persian Story may have /8 added. have never been so not planning to get married | & designer’s forte. No
been a sales pitch but the Talking about Deepika's outfit, tired walking the ramp. It's the / anytime soon.” [— doubt about that. But
warm colour palette, the / “This is something that every bride heaviest.” / The designer and his B he must beat what we
royal gush, embellished should wear this season. If you seg its Pakistani import Fawad = ‘ showstoppers  were expect of him.
excesses, architectural architecture, it has bad/a work which  Khan, who is now looking to ; seen laughing and S Particularly on the

motifs, the indulgent takes a lot of time. This /ehenga took be a Bollywood staple, was " joking with the media. e ramp.Photos: Pankaj Kumar
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Promotmg fashlon ACCessories

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AJAY TAMTA, Union Min-
ister of State for Textiles, Gov-
ernment of India declared open
the 9 edition of the Indian
Fashion Jewellery and Acces-
sories Show (IFJAS 2016) on
July 21, at state-of-art India
Expo Centre and Mart, Greater
Noida in a colourful ceremony.
The fair is being organised by
Export Promotion Council for
Handicrafts from July 21 - 23.

Dinesh Kumar, Chairman-
EPCH, Sobinder Kohli, Presi-
dent of the fair, Neetu Singh,
Vice President, fair, O.P. Pra-
haladka, Vice Chairmen -
EPCH, members of committee
of administration were present
on the occasion.

While inaugurating the
show, Tamta said that Handi-
crafts in India pre-dominantly
comes from the cottage, micro,
small and medium sector.
Handicrafts sector plays a very
important social and economic
role of providing employment
at the village and town levels

to women and economically
weaker sections of society.
The Minister further said that
Indian exporters have shown
good performance in increas-
ing the exports of fashion jew-
ellery and accessories, yet they
need to do more hard work in
maintaining quality, price and
delivery of their products to
face competition as well as
to promote exports from the
country.

He applauded the efforts
of the exporting community
for providing employment to
the artisans and craftpersons
in villages and livelihood to
their families. He also sug-

gested that new crafts other
than being practised in the craft
clusters in villages should also
be introduced in order to gen-
erate sustained employment
opportunities.

He further stressed for
development of crafts in the
Himalayan region on the basis
of good work being done by
EPCH for promoting North
East region by bringing prod-
ucts made by artisans and craft-
persons of NER on this platform
where large number of Inter-
national buyers are visiting to
source their requirement. The
Minister of State for Textiles
complimented EPCH for cre-

ating an important marketing
event not only for exporters but
also for the International buy-
ing community under one roof.
Rakesh Kumar, ED — EPCH
apprised the Union Minister
of State for Textiles about the
activities being undertaken by
EPCH for promotion of Handi-
crafts sector and future course
of action with the hope that
Handicrafts sector will be get-
ting all support from the office
of Minister of State for Textiles.

Over 250 exhibitors drawn
from all over the country will
be displaying fashion jewel-
lery, scarves, wallets, beads, hair
accessories and fancy footwear.
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Rekindling Persian

PUJA BANERJEE

| here’s something magical about the fine
marriage of craftsmanship and heritage.
Manish Malhotra’s opening show for
~. India Couture Week 2016 brought this
magic to life, as he unveiled The Persian Story.

Fashion designer Manish Malhotra in association with
‘Hazoorilal by Sandeep Narang’ kickstarts the India Couture

aiverse works on dispiay. SU arTists wiil
be displaying about 80 diverse art
works at the exhibition.

WHEN: July 22- July 24 WHERE: Indian
Habitat Center TIMINGS: 11am — 7pm

The collection weaves together the subtle nuances
of history and legacy, to recreate the glory of a
bygone era. It was like a dream when Deepika
Padukone and Fawad Khan walked down the
ramp sizzling in the masterpieces.
Manish Malhotra’s design narrative is inspired
by the stunning architecture of Persia, the bloom-
8 ing paradise of fauna and flora, and the fearless
& royals who ruled their vast kingdoms. Indul-
gent in hand-woven gold embroidery and vel-
vet fabrics, lehengas with sheer tops, opulent
velvet jackets over cigarette trousers, exqui-
site gowns and regal sherwanis- the mod-
els set out a visual treat for the audience.

Week 2016 with “The Persian Story’

Intricate motifs meander on 50 limited
edition pieces, swathed in deep shades of
maroon, emerald green and azure blue. This
season, the traditional dupatta is reimagined
for the confident, modern woman.

Speaking about “The Persian Story’ Manish
said, “2016 marks an important milestone as the
‘Manish Malhotra’ label celebrates 11 years. The

‘While the collection is inspired
by Persia, every ouffit has its
own unique story told in the
language of distinct colours,

detailed motifs and rich fabrics’

Persian Story is a special collection as it repre- A

sents a new design story for the label. While the Lé'
Py

collection is inspired by the stories, sights and
poetry of Persia, every outfit has its own unique 4%,
story told in the language of distinct colours, ’Q;_:&
detailed motifs and rich fabrics. I would like { "%
to thank my good friend and sponsor of this
show, Sandeep Narang, for providing the stun-
ning jewellery for this opening act of ICW 2016.”

In a contemporary version of a Persian folk-
tale, the scenography took guests back to the
time of conquerors like Alexander the Great. The
showing culminated with the stunning Deepika
Padukone in a resplendent red velvet lehenga
that featured a beautiful, seemingly never-ending
trail, walking the runway. Bollywood heartthrob
Fawad Khan looked dapper in Manish Malhotra’s
creation posing alongside Deepika.

The lehenga showcased the fine work of crafts-
men and was completely embroidered in vintage
badla work.
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17 cotton and
man-made
fibre mills close
in 11 months

NEW DELHI: As many as 17
cotton and man-made fibre
textile mills spread over 8
states closed between June last
year and May this year.

"The major reported rea-
sons for closure include
financial problems due to
inadequate working capital,
insufficient cash flow, increase
in cost of product, squeezed
profit margin, stressed assets
etc," Minister of State for Tex-
tiles Ajay Tamta said in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha
on Thursday.

He said the ministry has no
scheme for providing finance
and technical support for the
revival of closed mills.

These 17 mills were pres-
ent in eight states including
six in Tamil Nadu, three each
in Andhra Pradesh and Kar-
nataka and one each in Telan-
gana, Haryana, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

At present, there are
1,420  cotton/man-made
fibre textile mills (non-SSI),
including mills of national tex-
tile corporation, operating in
the country.

Replying to a separate
question, Tamta said the
Department of Agriculture is
implementing Cotton Devel-
opment Programme with
focus on cropping system
approach under National Food
Security Mission in 15 major
cotton growing states. PTI
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B Raymond Loss Widens to
Z16.6 Crore in First Quarter

NEW DELHI Raymond reported wide-
ningof its consolidated netlossatz16.6
crore for the first quarter ended June
30, 2016.The company had posted a
consolidated netloss ofz14.4 crore during the
April-June period of previous financial year, Ray-
mond said inafiling to the BSE. Its total consolida-
ted income from operations during the quarter
under review wasup 4.8%to%1,057.4 croreas
against¥1,008.8 crore inthe corresponding period
of last financial year. Raymond CMD Gautam Hari
Singhania said: “The current quarter witnessed a
subdued consumer demand with early onset of end
of season sales period in addition to volatile global
economicenvironment.”
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Focus on quality, fashion
jewellery exporters told

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 21

Fashion jewellery and acces-
sory exporters should focus
on maintaining quality and
timely product delivery to en-
hance competitiveness in
global markets and boost ex-
ports, Minister of States for
Textiles Ajay Tamta said.
According to Tamta, ex-
ports of fashion jewellery and
accessories have increased.

“However, they need to do
more hard work in maintain-
ing quality, price and delivery
of their products to face the
competition from other coun-
tries as well as promote ex-
ports,” a Ministry statement,
quoting Tamta, said.

He was speaking at the 9th
edition of the Indian Fashion
Jewellery and Accessories
Show at the India Expo Centre
and Mart in Greater Noida.
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Raymond Q1 loss
widens t0316.61 cr

Diversified group Raymond reported wide-
ning of its consolidated net loss at316.61
crore for the first quarter ended June 30,
2016. The company had posted a conso-
lidated net loss of X14.47 crore during the
April-June period of previous financial year,
Raymond said in a filing to the BSE. Its total
consolidated income from operations
during the quarter under review was up 4.81
per centto31,057.36 crore as against
31,008.82 crore in the corresponding period
of last fiscal.
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Focus on quality & delivery:
Textile ministry to exporters

New Delhi, July 21: Fashion
jewellery and accessory ex-
portersshouldfocuson quali-
ty and timely delivery to en-
hance competitiveness 1n
global markets and boost ex-
ports, minister of state for
textiles Ajay Tamta said.
According to Tamta, Indi-
an exporters have stepped up
exports of fashion jewellery
and accessories. “However,

they need to do more hard
work in maintaining quality,
price and delivery of their
products to face the competi-
tion from other competitive
countries as well as promote
exportsiromthecountry,” the
ministry said in a statement,
quoting Tamta. He was speak-
Ing atthe 9th edition of the In-
dian Fashion Jewellery and
Accessories Show. PTI
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17 cotton/man-made fibre mills close in 11 months

New Delhi, July 21: As
many as 17 cotton and man-
made fibre textile mills
spread over 8 states closed be-
tween Junelast year and May
this year.

“The major reported rea-
sons for closure include fi-
nancial problemsduetoinad-
equate working capital,
insufficient cash flow, in-

crease In cost of product,
squeezed profit margin,
stressed assets etc,” minister
of statefortextiles Ajay Tam-
ta said in a written reply to
the Lok Sabha on Thursday.
He said the ministry has
no scheme for providing fi-
nance and technical support
fortherevival of closed mills.
These 17 mills were pre-

sent in eight states including
six In Tamil Nadu, three each
in Andhra Pradesh and Kar-
natakaandoneeachinTelan-
gana, Haryana, Maharash-
tra, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh.

At present, there are 1,420
cotton/man-made fibre tex-
tilemills (non-SSI), including
mills of national textile cor-

poration, operating in the
country.

Replying to a separate
qguestion, Tamta said the De-
partment of Agriculture is
implementing Cotton Devel-
opment Programme with fo-
Ccus on cropping system ap-
proach under National Food
Security Mission in 15 major
cottongrowingstates. PTI
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‘Cotton prices may
not decline till

arrival of new crop’

Cotton prices, which have
shot up by over 35% since
May 2016, are unlikely to
come down sharply till the
arrival of new crop from
October despite state-run
CCl's efforts to offload its
stock in the market to
contain prices, says India
Ratings and Research.
The fall in domestic
production has spiked
cotton prices, which are
likely to remain at a high
level 0fX120-127/kag till
the cotton season ending
September, it said. The
rise in prices is expected
to squeeze profits of
ginners and spinners by
over 15% in the current
fiscal, it noted. “Ind-Ra
believes that cotton
prices will not see any
steep decrease, till the
arrival of the next crop,”
it said.
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Cotton prices may not fall till Oct

Cotton prices, which have shot up by over 35 per
cent since May, are unlikely to fall till arrival of new
crop from October despite CCI efforts to offload its
stock in the market to contain prices, says Ind-Ra.
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17 cotton mills shut in 11 months

As many as 17 cotton and man-made fibre textile
mills spread over 8 states closed between June
last year and May this year, minister of state for
textiles Ajay Tamta said in a written reply in Lok
Sabha on Thursday.



