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@ Haute trends

To cater to all your fashion needs

he Amazon India Cou--
I ture Week 2015 was an
eye-opener for all the
fashionistas who keep a tab on

the latest fashion trends. The -

exquisite collection by some of
the well-known names of the
fashion industry, during the
star-studded week, provided a
peep into the latest fashion
trends. Some of the most cele-
brated actors of Bollywood
walked the ramp flaunting the
fine creations of these fashion
gurus. Metrolife gets you a
round-up of the trends you
need to know about and
flaunt this season.

For all the ladics out there,
the AICW 2015 wasalot
about floral-inspired colle¢-
tions of anarkalis, sari gowns,
sari lehengas in your
wardrobe. Textured fabrics,
voluminous gown-like silhou-
ettes that could be worn as
lehengas, trails of exquisite
silk ~lending the woman an
air of majesty are also finding
place in the fashion scene this
season. The colour palette too
is as exciting as ever ranging
from metallic silver and an-
tique gold to rich burgundy,
old rose pink, pearl grey and
coffee brown. Details such as
three-dimensional embroi-
dery, mushroom-flower and
bird motifs in delicate thread-
work are what make the attire
even more appealing.

Dreamy cthereal cuts, art-
fully draped gown saris, rav-

7 Floral-inspired

ishingly sensual gowns struc-
tured seductively to enhance
the contours of the body, bal-
anced by elegantly innovative
pantsuits are a way to

flaunt the feminine yet
modern woman.

For those who are prepar-
ing for the most special day of
their life, there is something
very special in the scintillating
hand-crafted embroideries
and dazzling Preciosa crystals
dramatic capes and robes,
sheer billowy jackets, regal
cloaks and lehengas that make
rich statements in regal

e

clothing. Tempered in hues of
ivory and beige, burnished
golds and velveteen ruby, the
ensembles hark back to

the time of Maharajas

and Maharanis.

You can also opt for some-
thing quite different on your
wedding day by flaunting the
look of a rebel bride. This col-
lection is for the ‘cool laid-
back bride’ and her en-
tourage! The collection

reflects the amalgam of differ-

ent elements, which make for
amemorable wedding on-
board a luxury yacht. There

creations dominated collections at the fashion week.

3

are well-detailed master-
pieces, complexity of forms
and its multiple interpreta-
tions of elements on fabrics
which outline the nature of
cross cultures of the world, the
boat, sea foams, fiery pieces of
the coral reef, starfish and
shells, the stark beams of the
sun, textured sand; these are
the various forms implement-
edineach opus.

Gulbagh's lush floral theme
with red rose maang tikkas
and marigold all around will
be a perfect look to flaunt.
Made out of fabrics like vel-

Puja Gupta

vets, silk, and cotton, they en-"
sure you make a style state-
ment, and how! Floral-in-
spired collection of anarkalis,
sari gowns, sari lehengas are
some options for luxury
weddings design.

Clutches, wallets and hand-
bags are every girl's favourite
accessory. When it comes to
dressing fashionably, women
complete their look with a
perfect handbag. But this
season we suggest you to go
with some spiked cluthes and.
wallet that garner you
more eyeballs.

For men, bandhgalas and
Nehru jackets are always a
good choice to make. High-
lighted by the beauty of tradi-
tional Indian embroidery, in-
terpreted in a modern way,
the choice can make one stand
apart among all. With works
of zar?, zardozi, badla ka
kaarmn, fine resham ka kaam,
Parsi embroidery, tearned
with shawls, can make one re-
think their stand on couture
clothing. Try some printed
pants to club with
the traditional wear.

Replete with structured
Jjackets, trench coats and
waistcoats, in hues of blue and
black with a touch of intricate
embroidery are another
choice. Vintage glasses, how
ties and neck ties will add a
hint of dandy to your collec-
tion of couture clothing.
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Make-m-lndla

‘orwhom and at what cost?

Quality institutions, state-of-the-artinfrastructure and efficient allocation of resources will be crucial

f themany simmeringslo-
gans coined by the NDA
government, “Make in In-

dia” isthemostimportant

as it promises to make In-
dia an important investment destina-
tion. However, like most other slogans,
it is important to be clear about what
has to be achieved and how. After all,
Jawaharlal Nehru too strived to make
inIndiabyerectinghigh protective bar-
riers. Thepolicy completely ignored the
interests of the consumers who had to
putupwithproductsof inferior quality
at high costs. We departed from the
strategy in 1991 because, it was not sus-
tainable. Therefore, the slogan should
haveadifferentconnotationnotmerely
in-térms of the tapestry, but also in
terms of thereal content.

Making India an important invest-
mentdestination requlresasystematlc
approach and strategy involving both
policiesandinstitutions. Thisrequires.
the existing systems and processes to

undergo significant changestoremove -

the structural rigidities and to create
anaccommodatingecosystem. Thedis-
tributional coalitions that have deeply
entrenched in the system will not easi-
ly allow such structural changes. A
clear understanding on the part of the

policymakers of whatneedstobedone

to createafavourable ecosystemisnec-
essary. This requires clarity, appropri-
ate strategy and its communlcatlon
withthepeople.

Operationalisingof Make in-India o
entails the Indian economy being in-
ternationally competitive, which re-"

quires the efficient use of existing re-

- sources and creating a favourable:

‘climate for achieving technological

progress. Creatingsuchan ecosystem;
calls for a combination of reforms to.: .

change the character and quality of

institutions, provide state-of-the-art

‘infrastructure and get the prices

rightto achieve efficientallocation of .

-resources. Given the nature of feder-
al polity and the fact that in a number

- of areas the states have important:

roles to perform, the policy and insti-
tutional changes will have to encom-
pass both the Union and states. The

Union government will have to work:
out strategies to carry the states in:

thislongjourney.
Themost nnportant mterventmn by

the government is to
change the character and
guality of institutions. Ad-
mittedly, labour laws have
been a binding constraint
inpromotinglabour inten-
sive industrialisation and

ous. Courts do not resolve
disputes within a reason-
abletimeperiodandinthe
- absence of an effective re-
dressal mechanism, peo-
ple are forced to take sub-

where bureaucracy is the
most influential interest
group, the tyranny of sta-
tus quo will continue. Ensuring ac-
countability and rewarding perfor-

. mance and making appointments on
‘thebasisof competencearetheneedof
“the hour. Bureaucrats never fade; vir-

- tually every regulatory system has

been captured by the retired bureau- -

crats and competence has not always

been the crlterlon in these appoint-

ments. The v1t1atwn intheease of do- - -

ing business is exemplified. by the
functioning of the taxman. Not much
has changed since the NDA govern-
menthas taken over to change the atti-

“tude of tax administration.
Much aswehavedecrledthehcence- ‘

permit raj, this continues to pose im-
pediments in various ways at all levels

of government. The number of bu-

reaucratic clearances required for
every initiative from the Union, state

the Union government’s , optimal decisions.
initiative in giving a = : - Protection of -life and
greaterroletothestatesis N GOVINDA RAQ property isthebasicfunc-
the bgs_t way forward. The tion of thg state anq bagic‘
bews has 14 to deciming Fectment decistons. e
fortunes of labour inten- Many Of the Union government has to
siveindustriesliketextiles  jpjtiatives take a lead, though re-
eI elatingty [ meonos sl
tage. With labour becom- Make-in-india A lot has been written
msevsinGi require o e hisrucur
ground. The labour laws coordina‘ted investment in .infras;cruc-
rather than protectingthe  calibration of ture projects stuck for one
st f MmO reformbyboth  Tner e st
ployment and more partic- ,,,I.'lnion andstate The cobweb needs to be
s orgmbod s governments,  glared Thelard st
A critical component Itisalso political logjam; there are
of institutional restruc- .important that no easy solutions and the
s I, herequired Do
ministrative  Reforms ° reforms get * lem in the power sector is
Commisdin b mace  pi-partisan D dseomectin, be
but surely, in a situation’ support to generation and distrib-

-~ rounds of reforms based
- onbailouts to discoms, po-

_ 11tlcal interference and ineffectivereg-
ulatlon have continued to paralysethe .

sector-The promise of recapitalisation
of public sector banks may provide

the financial sector. The most impor-

tant initiative needed is to step up pub- -

lic investment in infrastructure. Al-

though the low: volume of budgeted-
investment at the Union level is a mat- -

ter of concern, the government has

done well tofront load capital expendi-

tures. Better revenue collections frdm
indirect taxes too point towards ap
sibilityof enhancedinvestmentspe
ing.Tiisimportant to come out with.an
acceptable model concessionagree

ment for PPPs to move forward in this:

area. Private investment clamours for -

low interestratewhich implies that the ’; :

andlocallevelsarenumer- k

ution. Despite several. underground water. Sub31d131ng ure

- fertilisers and soil salinity. The exam

.ingtoMake-in-Indiarequire coordlna’c
* - ed calibration of reform by both Unio:
some financial room, but thisis not go-
ingto solve the structural problemsin~  tant that the required reforms ge

- and - securing support cannot b

- -party has the primary responsibility t
‘adopt a conciliatory approach to buil

fiscal deficit should be contained. In
this environment, increase in public' -
investment is possible only when the "
tax-GDP ratio increases. The GST re-
form promises much, but with compro-+.
mises and distortions, one is not sure i
how much it will deliver. Indeed, it is ;
necessary to view GST reform as a
process, hotabigbangreform. -
A major structural problem con-
straining productivity in India is the.
control on prices. Even after 24 years of
liberalisation, prices of many goods:
and services are determined through
administered fiat rather than by de-
mand and supply. Controls on prices
have distorted the resource allocation
atmacro and micro levels and has pro--
liferated subsidies. Administered in-
terest rate on provident funds placesa
floor on the reduction in interest rates. -
Pre-empting a large proportion of
household sector’s savings for public-
spending distorts the structure of in-:
terest rates. Overvalued exchangerate .
hurts the export sector. We canhnot dis-
tort cane prices, and then increase im
portdutiesonsugartoprotectthesugar
lobby and persuade increased propor-
tionof blendingethanolinpetroltocon
sume sugar sticks. Subsidising irrigat- -
ed water results in the farmers
adopting water intensive crops eve
when that is not appropriate. Subsidis
ing electricity results in depletion o

results in the distorted consumptiono
ples can bemultiplied.

Indeed, many of the mltlatlves relat
and state governments. It is alsoimpor
bi-partisan support. Forging consensu
achieved through . confrontationis

strategy. The opposition has nothing t
losebyopposinganditisheretherulin

consensus. Building hot and cold will
otcertanﬂyhelpthecauseof reformto

Make in-India.

' The author isemeritus professor,

NPFP and non-resident senior fellow,

NCAER andadvisor, Takshashilo Insti-
tution. E-mail: mgrao48@gmail.com
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PI’ICC crask

" Raw silk duty cut

triggers sharp fall

VISHWANATH KULKARNI

Bengaluris, AUgUSL'3
Unable to deal with mounting
_debts amidst diminishing . re-
turns from his three-acre farm,
Siddaramu, a sericuiture farmer
in his mid-fifties at Abburdoddi
néar Channapatna, committed
suicide recently in his silkworm
rearing house.

The trigger for this unfortu-

nate incident was the crash in -

silk cocoon prices and the is-
suance of récovery notice by the

bank, says Chandramma, his.

wife.,

Other crops too failed

Siddararhu, like many other

small and mid-sized farmers in
the region, practiced multi-crop-
ping, and to his bad luck the al-

ternative Crops such as maize-

and coconut have also suffered
~in recent years. :

- While mite infestation and de-
clining water levels have hit the
coconut plantations, maize pric-
es have been bearish over past
couple of years-on excess suppli-
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*%@aa;% feé s%ﬁ%@ A view of Chandrikes, the make-shlft platforms made from bamboo and coconut leaves on which
the sitk worms are placed to form cocoons, in the interiors of Channapatna taluk in Ramanagara district,”
Karnataka. GRN SOMASHEKAR

es, “He had raised about X3 lakh

as loan from -the bank; part of

which was used for sinking a bo-
rewell that failed. Also, a couple

of lakhs were raised through

hand loans,” said Chandramma.

- Siddaramu’s suicide is not an -

isolated case of small farmers
succumbing to the growing fi-
nancial distress in the region.

In neighbouring Mandya, the .

sugar bowl of South Karnataka,
over three dozen farmers, some
of whom practiced sericulture

. have taken to committing sui-
¢ide, which has reached epidem-

ic proportions in the State. '
“Ten of the 11 farmers who

committed suicide in Ramanag-

ara district in recent months

practiced sericulture,” said CPut- -

taswamy, a farmer leader. “The

situation is very grave. The Gov- .

ernment should formulate both
short and long term measures to
protect the silk worm growers,”

said Puttaswamy, an office bearer .
" of Reshme Belagarara Hitaraksh- -
© ana Samiti. e
Troubles for -the sericulture

farmers started intensifying over

past three months ever since the
Centre reduced the customs du-‘

after which prices of both co-
coons and the domestically pro-
duced raw silk have crashed.

Customs duty cut
erage of X267 per kg in April to

around ¥148 in May only to re-
cover later.to 226 in early Au-

‘gust, while the bivoltine variety

have slumped from an average of
%311 to around 237 in the same

- period. ‘
‘The minimum price for CB va-
riety fell to as low as T120/kg, In -

2014-15, the average price for €B
stood at X274, while for b1voltme
itwasX285akg.

Growers say the prices are
much below the production cost
estimated between 265 and
%350, depending on the variety.

State's support price
Following a spate of protests and

- highway blockages by the silk-
~ worm rearers across key produc-
-ing regions, the Karnataka gov-.
ernment
announced a supportof T30 akg

intervened  and

over and above the auction price

for the cross breed cocoon, while .
for the superior bivoltine variety, .

ushes sericulture farmers toward ssuicide

_ty on raw sﬂk 1mports t0 10 per
cent from the earlier 15 per cent,

atX50.

Also, the State has setup atech-
nical expert committee to study
the current crisis, fix the cost of
production for cocoons and rec-

‘ . - ommend measures for the reviv-
 Prices of the cross breed (CB) co-
coons have dropped from an av- -

al and stability of the sector.
The committee is expected to

submit its report soon. Karnata--
ka accounts for about two thirds

of the raw silk produced in the
COUNLTY.

“The Centre;should immedi-
ately restore the customs duty to
15 per cent and set up a revolving
fund of 500 crore to intervene
as and when the price falls below

a threshold,” said C Narayanas-

wami, Chairman of Silk Associ-
ation of India, an outfit repre-

senting - the entire chain of

growers and reelers.

Farmers switch over
Dejected over the recent price
crash, farmers are not keen in

continuing with sericulture and-
are looking at alternatives such

. asvegetables. :
There have been stray instanc- -

es of farmers uprooting mulber-

Iy plantat1ons across the key.
growing districts of Kolar, Rama- -
-nagaram and even Chlkkaballa- ¥

pur.

‘ the support price has been fixed
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Cotton ﬂat on Ilmlted buymg
Rajkot. Augusl 3
Cotton prices traded unchanged on i|m|ted
demand from’ domestgc mills. Kapasorraw:
- ‘cotton remained unchanged on slow gmnmg :
~ demand. Moreover, weak export demand and -
B expected higher carryover also wmghed onthe:
prices. Gujarat Sankar 6 cotton was at 333, 500-
. 34,200 per candy of 356 kg. About 1,500 bales
(of 170kg) arrived in Gujarat and 2,500 bales
“arrived in India.Kapas went for ¥900-925 per
‘20 kg invarious mandis of Gujarat. Gin delivery
kapas stood at¥925-935. Cottonseed was ﬂat
~at ?425 450, OUR CORRESPONDENT




